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1 APOLOGIES

Councillor Probin sent apologies for this meeting.

2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th November 2024 and the extraordinary Meeting held 16th December 2024. 
The following observations were noted on the minutes from 16th December.

1. The view that the public expressed a view that the Parish Council had consulted on the Catforth scheme in good faith was only expressed by one member of the public and may not have been the view of all of those present.
2. The view that reducing the speed limits through Catforth would have a beneficial effect on the speed of traffic was not held by all of those present.
With the above notes the Members approved the minutes.  The Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.

3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Daniel Guise noted an interest in the Planning Application from MOTO as his wife is an employee of the Company.

Pauline Bamber noted an interest in items 21 and 22 as some items are ordered through BG Fencing – the companies only involvement is to place the order and receive deliveries on behalf of the Parish Council.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The police attended the meeting and updated the council as follows:

There were very few logs of events across the Parish since December 2024.  The main concern identified was the theft of copper pipes from new build estate areas.

The police indicated that they do participate in community speed watch, using volunteers.  The location to be checked is set by the police driven by data from the Road Safety Partnership.

Catforth Traffic Calming.

The traffic calming consultation in Catforth is expected to commence very shortly.
The consultation document will provide an open format allowing people to make comments without any restrictions that would result from specific questions.

The survey will be communicated to the public in the following ways:
1. A leaflet sent to every house in the village of Catforth, that appears on the electoral role.

2. Hand delivery of additional leaflets to fill in known gaps.

3. Posting of information and the survey document of the Parish Council Website.

4. Posting information on the Notice Boards.

5. Making a post on Social Media to direct people to the Website.

6. Holding 2 communication sessions on Friday 31 January and Saturday 1 February in Catforth Village Hall.

Whittle Hill
Concerns were expressed that the turning point at the end of Whittle Hill was not of the size proposed in the initial drawing and was not large enough for vehicles such as a fire engine and the bin waggon to turn around.

(Clerks note:- The as built situation has been checked against the drawing and appears to be in line with the original proposal.)
Other Item
A complaint was received about the placement of stone sets on the grass verge outside of a property.
The particular issue has been reported to PCC/LCC.

Councillor Greaves noted that if someone places sets at the side of road and damage to a vehicle occurs, they are liable for this damage.

There was an outburst from a member of the Public where he became abusive and threatening.  The member of the public was asked to leave the meeting room, which he did and the meeting then recommenced.
5 COMPLAINTS REGARDING THE ASSESSMENT OF THE PLANNING APPLICATION ON MOSS LANE CATFORTH
The council reviewed its management of planning applications and confirmed as follows:
1. Delegated authority for responding to planning applications will remain with the Clerk.
2. The Clerk will share full details of any application which he considers to be contentious, or where complaints are received with the full council.
6 LAWN MOWER REPAIR/REPLACEMENT

The council lawnmower has been taken for its annual service. There a quite a few repairs needed bringing the expected cost of repair to £505.72, for a top end domestic machine that is 6 years old and cost £563 when new.  The alternative to repairing the old lawnmower is to purchase a new one of a semi-commercial type at a cost of £899 including VAT (inclusive of a £100 discount)
MIN 24/25 079 the Council resolved to purchase a new lawnmower at a cost of £899 including VAT.
7 FUTURE CIL PROJECTs
The clerk has contacted PCC to request permission to retain CIL monies against future long term projects – This question will be specifically asked at a meeting with PCC regarding the Linear park, scheduled for 24th January.
I list of CIL suggestions will be considered at the next meeting.

8 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
MIN 24/25 080 the Members recorded that they approved the version of the Catforth Questionnaire sent to LCC Highways, and were happy to proceed with the consultation subject to LCC Highways not making significant changes.

9 JUNCTION BETWEEN WOODPLUMPTON ROAD AND NEWSHAM HALL LANE

The council discussed whether any steps could be taken to improve the Junction between Newsham Hall Lane and Woodplumpton Road.
A number of actions flowed from this discussion as follows:

1. Request a breakdown of the spend on the Woodplumpton Scheme to determine the remaining balance.

2. Investigate whether we would be able to relocate the hedge on the opposite side of the road from the White Cross corner, to provide greater visibility.  (Note LCC Highways have not considered the benefits of such a change, half a day’s paid assessment work would be needed to consider such a change).

3. Investigate whether LCC Highways would be willing to share the cost of changing the Junction (LCC Highways indicated that the junction is safe, although it causes some inconvenience, therefore it is not on their list to do and they have no budget to share in the cost.)
A survey of underground cables etc could be carried out, but we would need to pay for this.  (LCC highways would not recommend any reduction in the scheme in the event cables were found to avoid moving them, as we would end up with most of the cost, without getting the full benefit)

There was an outburst from a member of the public towards the end of the Public Participation session, where he became abusive.  The member of the public was asked to leave the meeting, which he subsequently did.

10 SANDY LANE
Councillor Guise reported that there are no Unity Utilities Excavation planned for Sandy Lane.  Sandy lane is the diversion route for the closure of Hoyles Lane, therefore no significant road works can be undertaken until Hoyles Lane is re-opened in Summer 2025.
11 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 31 October 2024 
The Chairman was requested to confirm the parish account statement has been verified with the End of December Bank statements. (Docs attached)
The End of November Balances were:

Current Account    £70,134.08
CCLA Account      £375,000.00
The End of December Balances were:

Current Account    £66,464.96
CCLA Account      £375,000.00

MIN 24/25 081 Members confirmed the financial statements are correct, and the chairman signed the 2 month end statements.
12 BUDGET 2025/2026
The budget was discussed at the meeting, where councillors requested that an additional £10,000 was added to the budget to cover additional litter picking along the East West Link Road.  Since opening this area is well used and quickly becomes untidy.

MIN 24/25 082 Members approved the budget based on the version circulated subject to the following amendments.

· An increase of £10,000 to cover additional litter picking.

· Use of any income headroom to support this.

· An increase in the precept to the extent justifiable.

· Potential use of contingency.

The final budget submitted to PCC will be brought to the next meeting for formal approval
13 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 20 January 2025
MIN 24/25 083 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the September meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	December/January payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Clerk ILCA Training 
	SLCC
	£144.00
	Ref 117

	Bank Service Charge
	Unity Trust
	£8.55
	Ref 118

	Newsletter Printing
	PCC
	£384.75
	Ref 119

	Lengthsman weeks 33-36
	Lengthsman
	£1520.00
	Ref 120

	Lengthsman Materials
	Lengthsman
	£17.75
	Ref 121

	LANPAC Membership
	Lanpac Ltd
	£60.00
	Ref 122

	Pension December
	NEST
	£63.19
	Ref 123

	Salary December
	Clerk
	£802.30
	Ref 124

	HMRC PAYE December
	HMRC
	£584.38
	Ref 125

	HMRC Employer NI December
	HMRC
	£91.74
	Ref 126

	Parish Rooms Hire 16 Dec
	St Annes Church
	£50.00
	Ref 127

	Architect Orchard
	Andrew Stevens
	£1950.00
	Ref 128

	Spares for Catforth Lights
	Paul Entwistle
	£33.42
	Ref 129

	Bank Service Charge December
	Unity Trust
	£9.00
	Ref  130

	Set up fee for Multi-Pay card
	Unity Trust
	£50.00
	Ref  131

	Parish Rooms 6th January
	St Annes Church
	£50.00
	Ref 132


14 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

MIN 24/25 084 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Postage Catforth Traffic Calming Survey
	£187.00
	BACs
	Ref 133

	Lengthsman weeks 38-42
	£1520.00
	BACs
	Ref 134

	Lengthsman Materials Birdseed
	£28.48
	BACs
	Ref 135

	Broxap benches
	£10,698.00
	BACs
	Ref 136

	Plaques for Benches
	£400.00
	BACs
	Ref 137

	Pension contributions clerk January 2024
	£63.19
	DD
	Ref 138

	HMRC PAYE 
	£584.38
	BACs
	Ref 139

	Employer National Insurance
	£91.74
	BACs
	Ref 140

	Clerk Salary January 2024
	£802.30
	BACs
	Ref 141

	Clerk Expenses September to January 
	£138.60
	BACs
	Ref 142

	Parish Rooms Rental 20 January 2025
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 143


15 WARDING ASSESSMENT

A total of 344 Woodplumpton Parish Residents voted in the consultation.
The overall result was:

Option 1 – change the wards                                     168 votes

Option 2 – split the parish                                          176 votes

The voting in the 2 areas was as follows:

Bartle

Option 1 – change the wards                                     161 votes

Option 2 – split the parish                                            41 votes

Rural

Option 1 – change the wards                                         7 votes

Option 2 – split the parish                                          135 votes

Few comments were provided by the Bartle residents as to why they had selected option 1.  Rural residents were strongly opposed to option 1 as they felt they would be greatly outnumbered by the Bartle resident, who coming from an urban/suburban environment, have little in common with the rural residents.  There were no comments that we should stay as we are.

Some challenges were experienced by residents in voting using the electronic system, although these do not appear to have been significant with over 300 votes received by this route.  Both the Clerk and the Web provider have investigated the issue and have not been able to replicate the problem.  There is no Captcha system in place that could unintentionally reject valid votes.  The problem is considered most likely caused by human error or intermittent mobile signal during the voting process. 

MIN 24/25 085 Members agreed to strengthen our electronic voting system to provide more assurance to residents that votes delivered by this route had been received and included in the consultation. 

Members agreed that the vote was split between the 2 options and that therefore the normal route to trigger a governance review was inappropriate as the council could not select an option to recommend.

It was agreed that Councillor Entwistle and the Clerk should meet with Claire Standring to determine the best route to get a governance review undertaken.  The option preferred was that PCC should agree to undertake a governance review without the need to submit a petition.

16 NEW ESTATES MAINTENANCE
A. Hayfield Park Playground
"Hayfield Park playground is a large playground located on the Hayfield Park estate. Residents of Hayfield Park pay RMG approximately £1600 per annum to maintain the park. LCC have inserted a gate leading between the playground on the new estate and the new road which is a public highway. The intention of this gate is obviously to provide access to the wider community. This playground is the largest in the area and residents feel aggrieved that they now have to pay exclusively for a community wide asset. I propose that WPC approach PCC and Taylor Wimpey with a view to acquiring the playground and taking on the maintenance of the park. This would also allow for further improvements of the park."

The suggestion was discussed with Preston City Council Parks Department, who made the following observations.

1. The equipment on new build estate play areas is not usually of a high quality and would need upgrading before it could be taken into public ownership.

2. PCC are seeking to reduce the number play areas that they manage.

3. As a result of cost PCC do not have insurance for their play areas, They rely on regular (weekly) inspections to avoid any accusations of negligence along with an in house legal department to fight any claims.

The council agreed to undertake the following actions to progress this opportunity.
1. Councillor Guise to contact Croston Parish Council, who manage a substantial play area to understand how they cope with the responsibility (inspection, maintenance and insurance)

2. Councillor Entwistle to contact a play equipment company that assisted with the Village Hall play area to understand what would be needed to bring Hayfield Park up to an acceptable standard.

3. The Clerk will investigate the cost of adding the Hayfield Park facility onto our insurance policy.

17 RIBBLESWOOD BRIDGE
PCC have informed the council that they will undertake the replacement of the Ribbleswood bridge at their expense.  There will therefore be no cost to WPC associated with this work.
18 GRIT BINS

Councillor John Green suggested a number of grit bin locations, which were assessed by PCC, but considered not to meet the criteria for provision by PCC.  John Green will approach the contact in PCC to obtain the cost of supplying and replenishing the required grit bins.
19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
MIN 24/25 086 Members considered and approved the attached delegated comments for January. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk.
It was agreed that an objection should be made to application 06/2024/1289 as it represents development in the open countryside.
Councillor Guise took no part in the discussion about application number 06/2024/1253, as he had declared an interest.
20 RED TELEPHONE BOXES
Councillor Greaves is due to meet the Manager at the Plough at Eaves in the near future.
21 PLANTERS AROUND THE PARISH
The planters have been ordered as agreed by the Council in October and are due for delivery on 10 February 2025.

A local company has offered to fill the planters with hardcore and soil and place them in the agreed locations free of charge.   
MIN 24/25 087 Members resolved to accept the generous offer from the local company.  Their thanks will be passed on to the company.
22 BENCHES

MIN 24/25 088 Members resolved to purchase 15 composite benches (similar to those previously purchased for siting in the approved location around the parish at a cost of £10,698.00 including VAT.  CIL money will be used to make this purchase.

MIN 24/25 089 Members resolved to purchase 20 Brass Plaques for the benches at a total cost of £400.00, reading:
Rest a While & Enjoy

Provided by

Woodplumpton Parish Council

23 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was noted that there are people within the parish that struggle with shortages of essentials such as food for their families at times during the month.  It was suggested that the Daniel Horton charity may be able to assist.  Barry Probin will be asked to outline how the charity works and how funds may be accessed at the next meeting.

24 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 17th February 2025 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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